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SUBJECT: ACHE INDIANS, SLAVERY, AND FATHER NICHOLAS 
D'ACUNHA. 

1 . DEPARTMENT RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING LETTER FROM CHAIRMAN 
FRASER, SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, QUOTE: 
I HAVE RECENTLY RECEIVED INFORMATION ABOUT THE ALLEGED 
EXTERMINATION OF ACHE INDIANS IN PARAGUAY AND ABOUT THE 
GOVERNMENT'S TRADING IN INDIAN SLAVES. I ALSO LEARNED 

THAT A PARAGUAYAN PRIEST, FATHER NICHOLAS D'ACUNHA, WHO 
PROVIDED BURIAL FOR 30 DEAD INDIANS WHOM HE HAD FOUND SHOT 
WITHIN THE FOREST, HAD BEEN THREATENED BY THE PARA- 
GUAYAN AUTHORITIES IF HE SPOKE ABOUT THE MATTER. IT IS 
NOW BELIEVED THAT FATHER D'ACUNHA HAS NOW DISAPPEARED. 

I WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION WHICH THE DEPARTMENT 
CAN PROVIDE CONCERNING THE WHEREABOUTS OF FATHER D'ACUNHA. 

YOUR PROMPT ATTENTION TO THIS MATTER IS MOST APPRECIATED. 
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END QUOTE. 

2. OUR UNDERSTANDING, BASED ON PREVIOUS DISCUSSIONS WITH 
THE EMBASSY, IS THAT FATHER D'ACUNHA DIED OF NATURAL 

CAUSES, I.E. A HEART ATTACK. CAN EMBASSY VERIFY THIS 
INFORMATION? 
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3. AS EMBASSY IS AWARE, WE HAVE SOUGHT TO KEEP CONGRESS- 
MAN FRASER S OFFICE UP TO DATE ON REPORTS CONCERNING THE 
INDIAN SITUATION, BUT WE DO NOT RECALL THAT THE 
QUESTION OF FATHER D ACUNHA'S DEATH WAS ADDRESSED IN THE 
FORMAL REPORTING. VANCE 
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